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FALL INTO CANADIAN ART  
TWELVE MUST-SEE EXHIBITIONS 

A roundup of autumn art exhibitions.

This week’s newsletter travels coast to coast, from Halifax 
to Whistler, to share the Art Canada Institute’s must-see 
exhibition picks. There is a strong focus on Black history 
and presence—in the Maritimes, in the Prairies, and in 
southwestern Ontario—among our twelve selections, as well 

as attention to Indigenous quillwork, carving, and humour. 
Some of these exhibitions highlight underknown experienced  

artists, including Teresa Posyniak, Manasie Akpaliapik, and Yuri 
Docj. We are also very excited for the ambitious new solo exhibitions being prepared  
by contemporary artists Karen Tam, Dominique Rey, and Moridja Kitenge Banza.   
 
Sara Angel 
Founder and Executive Director, Art Canada Institute

KAREN TAM:  
SEA OF CLOUDS 

Illingworth Kerr Gallery, Calgary, Alberta 
September 20–November 23, 2024  

Renowned Montreal-based artist Karen Tam (b.1977) is the subject of a major 
new solo exhibition at Calgary’s Illingworth Kerr Gallery. Continuing Tam’s 

longstanding explorations of the representation of China and Chineseness in the 
diaspora, Sea of Clouds focuses on the country’s national pavilions at World’s 

Fairs and Expositions spanning all the way from 1851 to 2010. Winner of the 2021 
Giverny Capital Prize awarded by La Fondation Giverny pour l’art contemporain, 

Tam traces the political forces at play at these events and the national 
mythologies constructed out of them. With a multimedia installation comprising 
sculptures, cyanotypes, textiles, sound, architectural models, archival objects, 

and photography, Tam will “[question] how these depictions influenced 
perceptions and cultural exchanges, exploring the connection between 

Chinatowns, World Fairs, and the rejuvenation of ethnic enclaves worldwide.” 

Learn more about Karen Tam: Sea of Clouds

BLACK PRAIRIES
Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba, Brandon 

September 24–November 23, 2024

Alyssa Fearon, director and curator of the Dunlop Art Gallery in Regina 
and recipient of an Art Canada Institute research fellowship, presents the 

groundbreaking exhibition Black Prairies at the Art Gallery of Southwestern 
Manitoba. Fearon fosters a powerful dialogue that spans one hundred years 
between historical works—notably, original glass plate negatives by early 

twentieth-century photographer William “Billy” Beal (1874–1968)—and new 
works by contemporary artists Effy Adar, Anna Binta Diallo (b.1983), Cheryl 

Foggo (b.1956), Judah Iyunade (b.1988), and Chukwudubem Ukaigwe (b.1995). 
Drawing on personal and collective histories, “Black Prairies provides space 
for communal grounding and reflection on the ongoing and ever-expanding 

continuum of Black life in the Prairies.” 

Learn more about Black Prairies

MI’KMA’KI ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:  
THE QUILL SISTERS  

Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, Halifax 
Opens September 28, 2024  

The Mi’kma’ki Artist Spotlight is a regularly rotating part of the exhibition Ta’n 
a’sikatikl sipu’l | Confluence, which highlights work by Indigenous artists from 
across Mi’kma’ki. Beginning in fall 2024, Spotlight will host The Quill Sisters: 

Kay Sark, Cheryl Simon, and Melissa Peter-Paul. Taking place concurrently with 
their exhibition Etleoogoeiog (Talking Together) at the Beaverbrook Art Gallery 

in Fredericton, New Brunswick, Spotlight on The Quill Sisters celebrates the 
porcupine quillwork practices that had lain dormant in Mi’kma’ki and are now 

being rekindled, notably as a means of considering “treaty rights, climate change, 
sustainability, and reciprocity.” Their work is a powerful testament to sisterhood 

and to the value of keeping artistic lineages alive—and always changing— 
in the present. 

Learn more about Mi’kma’ki Artist Spotlight: The Quill Sisters

TERESA POSYNIAK: RESILIENCE 
Nickle Galleries, Calgary, Alberta 

October 3–December 14, 2024  

At the Nickle Galleries at the University of Calgary, the exhibition Resilience 
surveys the remarkable career of Regina-born, Calgary-based artist, activist,  

and educator Teresa Posyniak (b.1951). Exploring themes that include 
vulnerability, motherhood, trauma, and loss, Posyniak was trained in painting, 

printing, and sculpture and works in a wide variety of mediums, including steel, 
wood, concrete, handmade paper, oil, and encaustic. A strong sense of social 
engagement has fuelled her life, especially a concern for the environment and 
for women and children. Resilience will span Posyniak’s entire career—from  

the epic installation Salvage Elements, 2020, to never-before-exhibited works—
with a particular attention to drawing connections between her  

sculptures and paintings. 

Learn more about Teresa Posyniak: Resilience

MANASIE AKPALIAPIK:  
INUIT UNIVERSE 

McCord Stewart Museum, Montreal, Quebec  
October 4, 2024–March 9, 2025 

The McCord Stewart Museum in Montreal is opening Inuit Universe, a solo 
exhibition dedicated to Manasie Akpaliapik (b.1955), originating from the Musée 
national des beaux-arts du Québec (MNBAQ). Drawing on sculptures from the 

late Raymond Brousseau’s collection of Inuit art (donated to the MNBAQ in 
2005), the exhibition surveys the work of this renowned contemporary artist 

whose journey took him from a seal-hunting family in Ikpiarjuk on Baffin Island, 
Nunavut, to an Iqaluit residential school, to working as a master sculptor first 
in Montreal and then in Toronto. Carving stone, ivory, whalebone, and caribou 

antlers, Akpaliapik captures Inuk stories, traditions, and cultural practices, 
sculpting creatures from the Arctic environment and the supernatural world. 

Learn more about Manasie Akpaliapik: Inuit Universe 

MORIDJA KITENGE BANZA  
Musée d’art de Joliette, Quebec 

October 5, 2024–January 12, 2025 

Kinshasa-born, Montreal-based artist Moridja Kitenge Banza (b.1980) works in 
painting, drawing, photography, video, and installation to dig deeply into issues 
ranging from the diasporic experience to hybrid identities, from transculturalism 

to colonialism. Banza’s new solo exhibition at the Musée d’art de Joliette 
originated in the museum’s collection of sacred art, which acts as the jumping-
off point for “the next chapter in the construction of his chapel.” We are very 

excited to see what Banza has in store for us following his remarkable solo shows 
like Et la lumière fut (And there was light) at the Art Gallery of Ontario in 2021–

22, which presented a striking series of Christ Pantocrator paintings that  
rework Catholic art traditions from stained glass to icon painting. 

Learn more about Moridja Kitenge Banza 

TEKWEYWINEN TEL WELJESULTIEK 
(BE WITH US IN OUR JOY)
The Rooms, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador  

September 21, 2024–April 6, 2025 

Tekweywinen tel weljesultiek (Be with Us in Our Joy) promises to be an 
interactive, multidisciplinary exhibition, bringing together seven artists based 

on Wabanaki territory, each exploring different visions of joy. Embracing a spirit 
of play, the exhibition is curated by St. John’s–based L’nu artist and organizer 
Jenelle Duval and features artists Jordan Bennett (b.1986), Michael R. Denny, 

Emma Hassencahl-Perley, Megan Samms, Samaqani Cocahq (Natalie Sappier), 
Kayla Stride, and Nelson White (b.1966). It explores the many ways that laughter 
and joy have strengthened Indigenous resilience and survival throughout history. 
With their work, the artists ask, “What nurtures your inner child?” and “How do 

we ‘embrace the world through a child’s eyes and mind?’”  

Learn more about Tekweywinen tel weljesultiek (Be with Us in Our Joy) 

DOMINIQUE REY: MOTHERGROUND
Winnipeg Art Gallery, Manitoba  
October 12, 2024–March 31, 2025  

Franco-Manitoban artist Dominique Rey (b.1976) presents a hotly anticipated 
new solo exhibition (featuring Madeleine and Auguste Coar) at the Winnipeg 
Art Gallery, which the gallery notes is one of the first Canadian exhibitions to 

meditate deeply on the intricacies of motherhood. MOTHERGROUND will survey 
Rey’s compelling work in three chapters, each focusing on a distinct artistic 

approach to the emotional and cultural aspects of motherhood, incorporating 
photography and photo-collage, sculpture, and video installation to create an 
immersive experience. It will also draw parallels between artistic creativity— 

as well as labour—and maternity, exploring the fraught mother–child dynamic 
through aesthetic and political lenses. The exhibition promises to be a  

strongly visceral experience.

Learn more about Dominique Rey: MOTHERGROUND 

LIGHT YEARS 
Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto  

Opens November 2024

The passing last year of esteemed patron and collector of contemporary art 
Phil Lind was felt profoundly in the Canadian art world. Lind was particularly 

interested in artworks that thematized social and political histories, assembling 
a stunning collection of work from Vancouver photo-conceptual artists like Stan 

Douglas (b.1960), Rodney Graham (1949–2022), and Ron Terada (b.1969). Curated 
by Adam Welch, the Art Gallery of Ontario’s associate curator of modern art, 
Light Years complements these lens-based works with paintings, sculptures, 

and photographs by some of the most renowned international artists of our time, 
including Thomas Demand (b.1964), Philip Guston (1913–1980), and  

William Kentridge (b.1955). The exhibition promises to be both a fitting  
tribute to Lind’s vision and an aesthetic feast. 

Learn more about Light Years 

NORTH IS FREEDOM: DESCENDANTS 
OF FREEDOM-SEEKERS ON THE 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
Art Windsor-Essex, Ontario  

November 21, 2024–June 22, 2025 

Curated by respected Black community leader Dorothy Abbott (a director of 
the Ontario Black History Society, among other not-for-profit organizations), 

North Is Freedom features thirty portraits celebrating the work of Slovak 
Canadian photographer Yuri Dojc (b.1946). The exhibition is a photographic 

survey chronicling the descendants of the thirty thousand freedom-seekers who 
escaped from slavery in the United States before the Civil War—some coming  

by themselves, some aided by the Underground Railroad—with specific 
attention to the many who settled in Ontario. “Black and white, young and old, 

these are the grandchildren, great grandchildren, and great-great grandchildren 
of once-enslaved African Americans who have contributed to the growth of  

this great nation.” 

Learn more about North Is Freedom: Descendants of 
Freedom-Seekers on the Underground Railroad

MARIA CHAPDELAINE
McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, Ontario  

November 23, 2024–January 26, 2025

In tandem with its pioneering painting exhibition River of Dreams: Impressionism 
on the St. Lawrence (which continues until January 12, 2025), the McMichael 
is offering a rare presentation of one of the treasures of its collection, a group 

of fifty-four works by Quebec artist Clarence Gagnon (1881–1942) that illustrate 
French writer Louis Hémon’s famed novel Maria Chapdelaine (Paris: Éditions 

Mornay, 1933). Due to their fragility, these delicate paintings can only be 
exhibited every three to five years. They came to the McMichael in 1969 as a 

gift from Colonel R.S. McLaughlin, apparently the first works by a francophone 
Quebec artist to join the collection. See them while you can! 

Learn more about Maria Chapdelaine

CURVE! WOMEN CARVERS ON  
THE NORTHWEST COAST 

Audain Art Museum, Whistler, British Columbia 
November 23, 2024–May 5, 2025  

Finally, late in the fall, head to the Audain Art Museum in Whistler for Curve! 
Women Carvers on the Northwest Coast. Curated by renowned Lakota artist and 
University of British Columbia professor Dana Claxton (b.1959) and the Audain’s 
Director & Chief Curator Curtis Collins, the exhibition highlights the immense 

contributions of women artists to Northwest Coast art—specifically, wood 
and argillite carving practices. The exhibition will include more than a hundred 

carved poles, panels, masks, and bowls, gathering loans from many North 
American public and private collections. Curve! is an unprecedented opportunity 

to learn about a selection of Indigenous women carvers active in B.C. from the 
1940s to the present, including Freda Diesing (1925–2002), Cori Savard (b.1985), 

and Dale Marie Campbell (b.1954). 

Learn more about Curve! Women Carvers on the Northwest Coast 

THANK YOU TO OUR BENEFACTORS
 

The ACI is a not-for-profit educational charity that receives no  
government financing or public support. Our work is made possible  

by an important circle of friends, patrons, and benefactors.  
 

If you would like to support our important work,  
please see this page.

Follow us on social media 
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